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IFNEMOW, BHCHTHL 2023 YD LWL  BLIGHIUSDETE BHTHL  By6M60THSHLD6T 60T
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aHJeumD IfEF 09 o Had 2 aEpITld CaIsmev BLISHMSNEG CHTHD MM G (LD
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SlmFALD CaTflwsTs CaugGae 2L smEeT cpeold CHFelEEIULLE. SLOTID DIHOSTLIUTS

SAmFSeTed (pSIGammaTe UHeosen Sl ssalsdeney saiabd OCFHfalbsliLBaS G
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Bom@aETaTeniLL ayeTenHIL 6T, HUTevepsw auTdGamLY GQulgsufl 22 oub Hadl S IWINILSDEG
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Bm&ULUGGLUBHHIUBTEHAID SDDUD  aailueng BID GOUIL(BS Fnm alHLISHIL 6T, U6y
QFevaSH LGmE  SWmfleGw  uswienw  CuopOsmewi SwwdF8F  UTTTEHLOGTNSSTED
BlemnCeummiiu Heten HlFemw BHTHL SmewisGHWa dE IHaISSTANQRI, LTTTEHLOGTNSHSTED
BlempCaummliu Beten  euge] OFveysH LHHD gemew BHQWITGISSEBHHeT uUpMw  FhBHHLD
TWhHSIeTeNmmW auellumisHE Fnmp allmHYSSICDILD.
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2 MIAUUGHHIUSDEG DLNWISGDALET @(HEIEmIUSNEG BWTULILOTET SO  LomIdEl6Tm
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February 12, 2023

Mr. Mahinda Siriwardena,
Secretary,

Ministry of Finance,

Lotus Road,

Colombo-01.

Dear Secretary,

Request to release funds to the Election Commission for the Local Government
Elections 2023

The official term of all local government bodies in Sri Lanka except one Local
Government Authority has expired and they have been operating for almost a year on
one-year extension granted by the Minister in charge under the powers vested in him
by relevant Acts. As per the request of the Election Commission, the Parliament has
allocated money from the budget 2023 to conduct the Local Government Election in
2023.

The Election Commission has already made arrangements to hold the Local
Government Election on 9th March 2023, and according to media reports, the Election
Commission has requested the Ministry of Finance to release the funds. It is also
reported that there has not been a positive response from the Ministry of Finance so
far for the request.

As per the Article 104b of the Constitution, conducting election is the responsibility of
the Election Commission. Also, we wish to draw your attention to the Article 104b (2)
of the Constitution that it is the duty of all state institutions and government officials
to comply with the directions of the Election Commission and support it for
conducting elections.

It is important to note that the Supreme Court did not issue an order against
the Election Commission in respect of the fundamental rights petition filed by
Professor G.L. Peiris and several others requesting an order to be issued to the Election
Commission to conduct the local government election on due date. Furthermore, there
was no necessity to give an order to hold the Local Government elections as the
Elections Commission has already informed the Supreme Court that it was prepared
to hold the elections as scheduled.



Hearing of the Petition filed by a citizen of Sri Lanka seeking a Supreme Court
directive to postpone the Local Government Election has been deferred until February
23, and the Election Commission has planned to commence the postal voting on
February 22. Under the circumstances, we request you to release the necessary funds
approved by the Parliament through the budget 2023, to the Election Commission
immediately, enabling the latter to proceed with the election process.

In particular, we wish to emphasize that the refusal to allocate the funds
approved by the budget passed by the parliament which has the full control over all
public finances, conferred on it by the Constitution, is tantamount to challenging the
powers and privileges of the parliament as well as undermining the authority of the
parliament itself. Further, refusal to release the financial allocations approved by the
Parliament to the Election Commission by the very Ministry which has drafted the
budget will invariably lead to creating serious doubts about the allocation of other
funds by the budget approved by the Parliament.

We wish to drawing your attention to the Article 104GG (1) of the Constitution
which states that any public officer whorefuses or fails without a reasonable cause to
cooperate with the Commission to secure the enforcement of any law relating to the
holding of an election shall be guilty of an offence, and request you to extend your
support to the Election Commission to conduct the election by releasing the relevant
funds, which is a fundamental element of people's sovereignty.

We kindly inform you that we reserve the right to release this letter to the media
considering the public importance of this matter.

Thank you

Rohana Hettiarachchi - People's Action for Free and Fair Elections -PAFFREL

Dr. Pakyasothy Saravanamuththu - Center for Monitoring Election Violence - CMEV
Manjula Gajanayake - Institute for Democratic Reforms and Electoral Studies (IRES)
Nadishani Perera - Transparency International Sri Lanka - TISL

Ahmed Manas Makeen - Campaign for Free and Fair Elections - CaFFE

Daya Herath - Mothers and Daughters of Lakbima -MDL

Rasanga Harishchandra - National Polls Observation Center- NPOC

Copies: All media institutions



